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Argentina’s German-Jews:
Issue of Emigration Once

JEWISHE

Psychologists Deal with a New Identity Crisis

By ADAM J. SACKS

hereas some of their academic
nends of the same age and who fire
now out of work are leaving severely-trou-
bled Argentina behind and Patnicia Frinkel
and Alfredo Schwarcz, an Argentinian
husband-and-wife team of psychologists,
were only on a tour with their Institute
through German-speaking Europe when
this writer caught wp with them. Their
Institute, called “Cass Puente,” or “The
Bridge,” focuses on building bridges bet-
ween people, generations and cultures
The wide spectrum of group activities it
offers includes reflection groups, intergen-
erational gatherings, senlor groups, as well
as seminars about “Migration and Identity
in a Globalized World.™ The workshops
which fuse psychoanalysis with physical-
ly-focused therapy = Ms. Frinkel's spe-
clalty — include "Expression and Participa-
tuon through Rhythmic Gymnastics,”
“Group Dancing from Around the Wortd,"
The Body and Knowledge of the Self.”
and “On the Search for my Plice in the
Waorld ™ Establishing o foothold i Europe
is part of the development of their
Insutute, but it 1s also » working through
of the past and a coming to terms with the
fractures of dentity conditioned by the
German-Jewish expenence
Professor Schwarcz claims that there is 4
strong cnisis of identiry altogether in Ar
gentina today, and that unhike other Lann
Amenican countries, Argentina was always
strongly tied to Europe, and to some extent

North America. It had never really defincd
its national interests = in a healthy sensc
and lacked the patripism commonty
found clsewhere on the conlinent

Through their work, this couple attempis
o build a bndge between the identity
crises faced by Germun-Jewish emigranis
and those of other Argentine cilizens, 1
gardless of their background. D
Schwarcz, himself the son of German
Jewish emigrants, personifics the situation
of & number of Argentine members of th
second generation. His parents came fro
from Vienna and Berlin, he grew up o
Argentina, but his children are enugratin
once again, His daughter has moved |
Spain and his son is currently warking |
Germany with his tango trio. What wa:
once o country Lo flee to has now become
a land from which (o escape. (Aiis dem e
siigen “Rermungsland,” ist ein Land de
Auswandering geworden.)

In fact, many Argentine citizens are nov
attempting o go elsewhere if they cun
Professor Schwarcz confronts this enugi
tion crisis directly in his work. The rellc
uon groups focus on how the after-cfic
of emigration can leave their traces on 1l
fears and desires of several genoratio
For those who already have this expe
ence as part of their family background
clear psychological evaluation of the cu
rent situation is all the more complex

Dr Schwarcz has documented the partic
ular sitwation of German Jews inArgentin
in his book Trotz Alfem: Die deutschspri
chipen Juden in Argenfinen rl)('J'piff It Al

g Jews in Argentina),
idered the definitive
. The primary source
the fifteen years he spent
chological counselor for
he “Adolfo Hirsch" old-
German-speaking Jews,

ed 1o their memories

 integration
an Jews

\f{w.lion; of identity and
iffected by trans-cultural
: book reveals the unique

Argentine experience. Dr.
includes a fascinatng
al profile of his subject. For
deseribes the unique German-

ACCO

nkultur (household culture),
| was carefully reproduced, the
ical resistance to understanding
attraction 1o classical music,
s of ermgré children
they also wanted to strke
find a home for their families, no
f dptegration  took  place in
ina. Unlike the United States where
n' was considered the language of
iemy. and hence immigrants were
(pressure 1o learn English, in
JEnting speaking Gemman wis some
the best Visitenkarte one could have
2 were troubled relations with the
xisting Jewish community there,
JpEcy the Iurgea't_ in I.Llllﬂ"QHlCl'lﬂl The
A 1

o

Alfredo J. Schwarcz (Hrsg ) [ Trotz allem,
Die dewrschsprachigen Juden in Argenti-
nten”, aus dem Spanischen von Bernado
Schwarcz und Inge Schwarez, Bohlau
Verlag, 1995, ISBN; 3-205-98218-5.

native members of the community
referred to the Russian Jews us "Russos,”
the Sephardim ns "Turcos.” and, pointed-
ly, the German-speaking Jews as “Ger-
mans.” Dunng the postwar years, the ¢mi-
grés also had to confront a dictatorship for
a second tme. Although not specifically
anti-Semutic, the pohitical climate did not
encourage oactive engagement. Another
disturbing factor was the emigrés’ realiza-
tion thit some of them were living in close
proxamuly to Naz fugitives. Today, Dr
Schwirz oversees connechions between
the grandchildren and great-grandchildren
of Jewish refugees and Nazis o create a
bridge of undemtanding



