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His bride was a New Yorker and
that led 0 a move into the
American scene. From there he
could confront the stereotypes of
Germany and Germans that he now
dissects in his documentary
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video 3 personal and criical por-
et of the state of German demoe-
ey and n thal way contribute ©
understanding among peoples and
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The eftort evalved out of his fam-
ily story, His father manifested the
"Berlin syndrome.” Though forced
1o flee in 1936, he never fully left
the city psychologically. Schok
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“Germany and Democracy.”
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nw. wﬂhoul any insinuation.
h 's contact with those he

result of over 60 interviews with
people Schohm describes as repre-
ily of Ger-

puts it this way: “You could take the
Jew out of Berlin, but not Berlin out
of the Jew." After the war, during
which he served in the South
African Army in Monigomery’s
campaigns; his father yearned to be
back where he felt truly at home.
He spent his last 23 years in Berlin's
Leo Baeck Home, finished his
medical studies and added new gen-
eranons o0 his soctal circle
Scholem  recalls  those  who
assembled at his father's Weillensee
funeral three years ago. There were
perhaps only five or X Jews oul of
a crowd of thirty. The others were
gripped by a particularly
sadness, as if they had a crack
soul. The son of the depart-
wer was. the
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mmy—bul nl‘demmnc Germa-
ny He is interested in the peaple
who are “fighting the good fight”
He captures the essence of his ques-
tions when he asks, "are the democ-
rats democratic”

Scholem 1s scathing about early
German post-war democracy which
suited the Allies, and which he
describes as democratic architec-
ture fleshed out with undemocritic
persons, “people more comfortable
clicking their heels than scratching
their brains.” He focuses on the raw
reality of complex clrcumstances,
pamely that the reason Germans
hecame demosrats is that they were
ordered to do s0

The other focus of his film is the

cthical and humamstic challenge of

engaging with individuals whose
father or grandfather was invelved
in atrocities and who now suffer
shame and sorrow for what their
fammly did. David Scholem inter-
viewed, and even developed friend-
ships with conscience-alflicted
children and grandchildren of some
of Hitler's most notonous accom-
plices. Through the course of his
interviews, Scholem sensed that he
very "inside” outsider— an
x Jew from New York,
a kippa. speaking fluent
Ge ﬂu.ﬂx withoul an accent, approd-

» his interviewees non-judg-

nenially, and examining questions
central o the German mindset. His
often

asks

conversation pariners are

astonished when Scholem

interviews 15 intense and he gets
them 1o talk n.buul things ihey never
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what s often avolded. "Germans
have an unsolvable gullt in front of
lews,” he siye

iway from

“and | come
kippa-wearing Jew saying ity not
your fault: speak to me

Scholem mentions his conversa
tian with Joeg Fischer who, before
he bailed out from the neo-Nai
scene, worked with movement lead-
ers Dr Gerhard Frey and Franz
Schonhuber, and helped develop
the strategy of the Nationale befri-
te Zomen (National = Liberated
Zones), This strategy, largely suc-
cesstul, has succeeded In making
several small towns and arcas of the
former DDR off-limits to foreign-
ers, tounsts and anyone who stands
out

Scholems pomt 1% that he wouldny
have spoken with Fischer when he
was still o neo-Nazi. [n his work, he
feels obliged 1o “hug people who
have woken up from a mghtmare
they sull have to live with As be

is no distance from ‘there
Germany, “There' is' everywhere
when you live here, and people just
have to live with it,"

Scholem is also concerned about
the nature of German-Jewish rela-
tions today. Jews are again o pres-
ence in Germany, but somehow a
cloistered one. They have an iconie
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tions, Clerman democmey I8 like the
Sosfale Marktwirtschafl, whet Wl
change 18 maddeningly slow I
sees Clermany in today s Europe @
the oversized leenager on o ¢
nent of growneups and old-1x
and ot the same time the big

gorille on the block with a terrible

reputation

In his work, Scholem seeks 1o
give wide exposurg (o 0 new picture
of Germany today for audiences in
the Lnglish-speaking world,  He
hopes to get financing for the fin il
stage of production in hme @ have
the premicre coincide with lanuary

30th 2003, the 70th anniversary ol
the eclipse of In
Germany. The different terms used
10 refer to this date in Germany are
themselves political. Machtergret
Sung (seizure’ of “power) versus
Machtibergabe (handing over ol
power) registers an entirely differ-
ent understanding of the event. The
former suggests that the Germans
were vicums of aliens, the latier
underscores the guise of legality
nh-.ru is that legali-
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