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Kein Fleisch mehr in
der Schweiz?

ur die Schweizer Juden konnten harte
FZ«:ucn anbrechen. Eine Tierschutz-
orgamsation fordert eme Volksabsuim-
mung uber e volliges Verbot fur den
Einfubr von geschachtetem Fleisch Falls
dieses Begehren in der Volksabsummung
gutgeheifen wurde, mussien Juden, die
dic traditionellen Spersegeseize befolgen,
vollig aul den Genuss von Fleisch ver-
zichten Das Schichien ist in der Schweiz
seit rund 100 Jahren bereits verboten, er-
laubt war bisher aber der Import von sol-
chem Fleisch. Das meiste Fleisch wurde
aus Frankreich emngefubrt. Gemall einer
Umfrage wirden 76 Prozent der Schwei-
zer Wahler sich in emer Volksabsimmung
fur ein Totalverbot von geschuchietem
Fleisch aussprechen. Die judischen Orga-
misatonen in der Schweiz haben Wider-
stand angemeldet. Es gehe micht an. die
Juden quasi aul diesem Weg aus der
Schweiz zu vertreiben oder ste zwingen,
Vegelaner zu werden LW
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Ayfbau eréffnet sein
Biro an der Spree

e grodien Daugruben sind geschlos

sen, dic huzigsten Diskussionen um
Architekiur und thre Wirkung abgeklun-
gen - uber Berhin baut weiter. Der neuc,
riesige Lehrier Stadibahnhof wiichst noch,
Kommissionen beraten, ob das Berliner
Schloss wieder nufgebaut werden soll und
besm Holocuaust-Mahnmal wurde erst letz-
Le Woche entschieden, dass die Stelen nun
aus Beton und doch micht aus Schiefer
wein sollen Genauso hefug baut Berlin
aber an seiner Idenutit: Wie viel soll noch
an die Reichshauptstadt ennnem, oder
besser gesagt an die Griueltaten, die von

ihr susgingen? Dus sind Fragen, die auch
Aufbau beschifuigen, 1iminer schon be-
schitfugt haben.

Nun sind wir selber in Berlin mit einem
cigenen Komespondentenbiro vertreten.
Ein histonsches Erergnis in der Ge-
schichte unseres Blattes. 1934 von deut-
schen Immigranten in New York gegrin-
det, wurde es lunge Zeit maBgeblich von
Berliner  Journalisten  gepriigt.  Junge
Schreiber und Fotografen werden filr den
Aufban aufl der Baustelle Berlin herum-
klettern, Amerikaner und Deutsche unter-
schiedlichster Herkunft. Zusammen mit

Das tdealc Bturs Mir dus neve Berlin: Avfau-Leser zwischen Gerllst und Kran am Lehrter Stadibahnhof.

Foto: Mathlas Konigschulle

der Reduktion in New York wenlen sic
cine wransatlanthische Zeilung machen
Eine Brilcke schlagen zwischen New York
und Berlin. aber vor allem auch eine
Brilcke zwischen den Religionen, Kul-
turen und Generationen
In dieser Nummer werfen wir einen
speziellen Blick aufl Berlin. Aber nicht nur
auf das Berlin an der Spree, sondern auch
auf das Berlin, das sich am Hudson
niedergelassen hat. Das ist eben eine
transatlantische Geschichte
Irene Armbruster/
Lorenz Wolffers

How to Sell a “Defective” Cow or
What Enron Really Means

An Interview with Moses L. Pava, Professor of Business Ethics

By NATALJA KURZ

he Enron case might have a larger
Jong-term impact on the United States
than the war on fterronsm is going o
have.” Moses L. Pava, who 1s Professor of
Accounting at New York's Yeshiva Uni-
versity and holds the Alvin H. Einbender
Chair in Busmess Ethics, hopes that the
demise of Enron will leave Americans
thinking about how 1o improve capitalism,
the goose that sull Jays the golden egg.
“People will now have a much more active
interest in seeing how the rules are
applied,” Pava holds, “and they maght
want 10 take more responsibility for it. The
lesson here 15 that people need to be more
aware and lake greater responsibility
through the democratic system.”
Professor Pava has been concemed with
business ethics since he conducted a study

to measure the cost of social awarencss
The results, he says, were suprising:
“There was almost no evidence to suggest
a negative relationship between corporate
social responsibility and tradiional per-
formance.”

The professor attributes his concern with
business ethics 1o Judasm, which has tra-
diionally concerned itsell with the way 1n
which the well-being of one person can
improve life for the society at large
“There are alot of umque laws and stories
in Judarsm that provide helpful ways of
framing a question of business cthics,”
Pava explains. “The first that comes to
mind is thal there is a notion in Talmudic
law: stealing knowledge.” It 1s prombited
in Jewish law. And nt's applied in many
cases 10 the Talmud 10 economic and busi-
ness transactions. “If you are selling some-
thing, let’s say a cow and you know that

there 15 a defect, you are not allowed to
pretend that the defect doesn’texist. In the
Enron case, destroying documents, some-
thing hike that boggles your mind. That's
stealing knowledge It's not a questionable
1ssue.”

But the consequences of unethical
behavior in business are not only econom-
ic. “When 1 talk about business ethics.”
Pava holds “it's a question of identity, of
who you want to be. Business ethics 1s see-
1ng that your decisions do not only affect
how assets are allocated, 1t 1s gomng to
affect who you are in the future. 1 would
hope that people will begin 1o see that
business 1s part of hfe and who we are,
who our children see and what they read
about us.”

Continued on page 2
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AUFBAU IN BERLIN

The Surprising Revelations of

Two Young Americans Inspired by the Jewish Museum Berlin

By ADAM J. SACKS and
BEN KEMPLER

he oft-rumored, yet scldom openly

revealed, American-Jewish suspicion

of and aversion to Germany and things
German expresses itself in the refusal to
visit the country or even buy German-
made products. Many an American-
Jewish youth, three generations after the
Holocaust, grows up with this ane Jast
acceptable prejudice. Needless to say, this
attitude differs from other prejudices in
that it is rooted in a real historical griev-
ance, and not based merely on an irra-
tional hatred. For at one point in its histo-
ry. Germany was synonymous with the
Killing of Jews, and designated a land
upon which Jews should never settle
again.

For many American Jews, who were
themselves rather recent immigrants, this
perspective on Germany scrves (0 express
a fear of what could have been had they
remained in Europe. It also camouflages
the guilt of why “we didn't do cnough.”
The historical origins of this attitude, with
its burden of sorrow, makes it particularly
difficult 10 dislodge. To some contempo-
rary German observers, it appears as sim-

ply “another” racism.

It must be said that this American-

Jewish predisposition is coupled with a

willful ignorance of contemporary
Germany, Proponents <hun, all thal [ron

o ireat cutiural and pohucal suides

made in German society, they will be sur-
prised, and thus given a reason for recon-
sideration, by the development and open-
ing of an institution such as the Jewish
Museum.

The media coverage of the September
11th opening, unfortunately, had to be
severely reduced, and the news of what
the museurn has o offer--worlds basically
unknown to American Jews and yet
reflecting many of the their values--has
not been adequately covered. These
worlds are, at the same time, the eclipsed
world of German-Jewish achievement and
the contemporary German culture of sclf-
examination and recollection. In a nega-
tive, and unforeseen sense, the shadowy
chapters of the history narrated in the
exhibition, as well as represented in
Daniel Liebeskind's architecture, reflect
the results of fanatic hatred similar to that
recently visited upon America. Seen in
this light, the museum’s message that
there can be peace in diversity takes on a
new urgency.

When we, as authors and observers,
reflect upon the experience of a visit to the
Jewish Museum, we do so as descendants
of German-speaking Jewish families from
Central Europe, members of which barely
escaped with their lives or not at all. Yet
we also look upon it from our national
perspective and present point of view as
Americans. As such, we tried to sce how
the museum could be considered a nation-
al museum for Germany.

The plans for this museum coincided
with the (re) establishment of Berlin as the
nation’s capital, and its completion
embodies, in an exemplary way, the new
spirit created in the new capital. For
instance, the cosmopolitan, diverse and
internationally open Berlin of the “roanng
twenties,” which the Nazis set oul (o
destroy. 1s richly presented in the museum.
Outside the museum’s doors, there is a
new culture of multiphcity and openness
capable of translating the museum’s mes-
sages. examples, and memories for i new
generation.

The section of the exhibition dedicated
0 the post-war world dramatizes this
development in the hope that there will be

Traditional portraiture and contemporary media share the spotlight at the Jewish

Museum Berlin.

a rebirth of Jewish life in Germany. We are
aware of America’s role in democratizing
Germany, while the memory of persecu-
tion in Germany brings to mind the free-
dom and sccurity enjoyed by Jews
throughout America’s history. Cynical
o may interpret the_muscum as

+x gite to the Jews.™ or a house
erguimachung. Many American

Jews may see it as part of a renaissance of
“Jewish life” taking the place of what was
lost and thereby providing the sought after
“happy ending” to the Holocaust. But
what was lost can never be recovered.
Nevertheless, by demonstrating what was
lost, rather than emphasizing the Holo-
caust, we come to learn how truly terrible
that event actually was.

This museum is a gift from Germany to
itself. Ignorance and inherited misinfor-
mation abounds in German discourse
about Jews and Judaism. At the same time,
though, topics with Jewish associations,
such as reparations for slave labor, con-
temporary right-wing extremism, con-
frontations with the Nazi past, or the sta-
tus of German-Israeli relations, are almost
daily fare in Germany. Reaching an
informed position on such issues is com-
plicated by the fact that most Germans
have not grown up with, or had the oppor-
tunity to befriend Jews, and, in fact, they
may never even have met a Jew!

We have both lived in Berlin for about
two years, and have consistently noted
instances of ignorance and fixed slereo-
types. Many people do not know what
Hanukkah is, or that the Torah is the Old
Testament, or how many influential
Germans in history were Jews. Conspi-
racy theories and prejudices still exist, and
lack of knowledge does not deter many
from speaking authoritatively of the role
of Jews in history and the contemporary
world. The Jewish Museum has taken on a
great challenge in undertaking to present
the 2000-year history of Jews in Germany.
Despite its focus on only one aspect of the
history of the Jewish people, it is the
largest Jewish Museum in the world. In
fact, in comparison with Jewish museums
in New York. 1t covers in greater depth

and detail. the material it assigns itself
Rather than onc-dimensional portraits ol
vicums or embodiments of stereotypes,
German Jews are shown as members of
elf-sufficient communities, working as
rural traders, court Jews, mnovatve scien-
Lists, writers, philosophers, or playmng
other roles i German sociely
The exlubition 1s presented in such a
wav that even the most basic questions of

Photo: Jewlsh Museum Berlin

gentiles are answered: How often does
one go to the synagogue? Do those attend-
ing wear special clothes? Who leads the
services? We recognize that the target au-
diences of the museum are German gen-
tles and their families, and this is laud-
able. The museum offers them the chance
to learn more about the Jews, Judaism and
their history in Germany far beyond the

Holocaust. As a cormrective measure
against the formation of stereotypes, this
museum compliments Germany's position
within a more united Europe. It contri-
butes to the moral legitimacy required for
participation in the battle for human rights
around the world. The Museum could
even be said to set an international stan-
dard for confronting the past that could be
instructive for the U.S. in regard to the
history of Native- and African-Americans.
In narrating the history and demonstrat-
ing the influence of German Jewry, the
Museum brings American Jews into con-
tact with parts of their heritage they may
have never examined before. Reform,
Conservative, Modem Orthodox Judaism,

J0OR

Zionism, as well as the origins of atonal
music, advertising, psychoanalysis, the
department store — cven jeans — can all be
traced to the life of German Jewry. Their
combined achievement was the introduc-
tion of modernity. The carly “reformers”
in Germany, it turns out, also managed to
have n decisive influence on American
Jewry. The muscum offers an opportunity
for American Jews to identify with the
German-Jewish influences upon their her-
itage. Too often, German-Jewish history is
spoken of disparagingly in America as a
case of lailed or wanton assimilation, and
is sometimes even identified with having
had a certain degree of responsibility for
the growth of anti-Semitism itsell. Here
this history is represented free of reproach
and judgmental back-shadowing.

The critique of the museum has centered
upon the widespread use (or over-use) of
multimedia and interactive exhibits - the
creation of a kind of Jewish Disneyland.
Yet in order for a muscum to achieve its
goals, it does not have to limit itself to
artifacts. The usc of multimedia can help
bring history to life and in no way reduces
the significance or diminishes the authen-
ticity of the material. Various sound and
video stations in the exhibits, such as
Albert Einstein reading his personal creed,
excerpts of Mahler’s piano playing, or
home movies of German Jews from the
20's, bridge the gap of time thal separates
the visitor from the history. These tech-
niques are more revealing than just dis-
playing a photocopy of Einstein’s manu-
script, a film poster featuring Peter Lorre,
or an album cover of a Mahler recording.
The didactic approach that relies exclu-
sively on text explanations leaves the vis-
itor uninspired and sends the message
“tell, don’t show.” The form of the exhibi-
tion parallels the expressivity of the archi-
tecture and reflects an innovative and cre-
ative approach to the material. These
viewers experience the exhibition as both
educational and alive, and in no way a
visit to some “stuffy old museum.*

Any criticism aside, it should be possi-
ble to say how great it is that such a muse-
um came into being at all. The fact that it
declares itself not a Holocaust museum, is
in tune with the desire of many American
Jews, ourselves included, to develop a
more positive identity beyond victimiza-
tion. In the eyes of the world, Jews and

Germans, whether they like it or not, will
always be connected to each other through
twentieth-century history.
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u MONT BLANC

RESTAURANT

306 West 48th Street, New York, NY 10036 (opposite the old Swiss Inn)
212-582-9648

Open 7 days / Willy Ziich, Chef and Owner

Enjoy the best of all. Bare brick walls and pine paneling make vou feel as
if you were in a ski chalet in the Swiss Alps. This cozy re:\laumn-l located >l‘ll'
the theater district, offers you a 65 seat dining room providing :; complete
experience of Switzerland. Adorned with glorious plmmqmph.‘\' of the Swiss

countryside and Swiss flags — you feel like you‘ are ther h
Try the Swiss cheese pie (a delicate quiche-like souffle of Swiss cheesc
and creme) as an appetizer, and then go for the ;'ippli sauerkraunt
as an entree.
Swiss mincec veal, and roast rack of lamb
are also on the menu

Don't forget our unforcerable
SWISS CHEESE FONDUE

Appenzers: Sealood Ravioli in a Saffrom Sauce, Smoked Trout
with Horseradish Sauce. Viande des Grisons, Pite de Foi Gras and more

Lutrees. Pork Chop Applesauce, Veal Kidney with Mustard Sauce,
Spicy Shrimp und Scallops over Basil Taghatelle
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