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A Lost Chapter
From the Life of Oz

Bu ANDREW R. HEINZE

If you've read Amos Oz's
powerful new memorr, A
Tale of Love and Darkness,”
in English, vou missed some-
thing I'm not refernng to
the “something” thatis “lost
in ranslatuon,” those poctc
nuances that will not
migrate from Hebrew to
Enghish. 1 mean, you missed
an enure chapter

You wouldn't know this,
because the Enghsh edition
doesn't indicate that it is
both a translauion and an

¢d Oz auring a pet peeve the
abuse of novelists by their
readers For anyone inter
ested 1n what an outstand
ing writer has to say about
how we should, and should
not, treat a work of fliction,
the chapter 1s indispensable
reading
When 1 stumbled upon the
delenion, I thought 1t might
have something to do with
the same editorial advice
Richard Rodriguez
received, but rF]euFfl,' prior
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soldlers who halted them and penned them in July 19 at the Negev vlilage of Klar Maimon.

Religious Troops Torn Between Faith, Duty

TEL AVIV — There was a
nme when Captain Asaf Yemi-
ni, a religious officer in Israel’s
elite Golani brigade, would
have been a hero in the Gaza
settlement of Gedid, where he
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grew up. Bul last Tuesday,
friends and neighbors were
calling him a traitor, as he
stood with lus unit, blocking
anti-disengagement protesters
from entering Gaza.

Yemini and his troops are sta-

tioned al the Kissufim border
crossiag, guarding apgainst
nightly assaults by protesters
who try toinfiltrate Gaza to join
the opposition to withdrawal
Confrontations have been vio-
lent In recent days [ellow set
tlers even published his cell
phone number, urging allies to
send him instant messages
telling lim to disobey orders
Yemini has stood fast, but lus
personal plight has become o
symbol of the rift between
beliel and duty that threatens
to harm the Israch mulitary long
after the evacuation
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STEADFAST: Asal Yeminl
briefs troops facing protesis.

Battle Qver Tactics May Split Labor Federation

By ). KESSLER
A looming fight may lead o
vrha breakup of the countrv's

Laborers’ Intemarionad Union
and the combined needle work-
arhotel worker unian Unite

in Chicago

Whether the unions stay m
tha AF].OTN ar nodl e moer

Israeli Report Calls
Argentina Bombing

 ?' Payback for *92 Raid

Leaders Urged: Weigh
Policies’ Impact on Jews

By MARC FERELNMAN
A quasigovernmenral Isracly body has
acknowledged tormally that the 1994
bombing of a Jewtsh communal center in
Argenuna. in which 83 people were klled
may have been an unanucipated con".t:

quence of Isracl military actons in South
Lebanon
The acknowledgement came 1n the sec

ond annual report of the Jewish People
Policy Planning Institute, a Jerusalem
think tank atiiliated to the Jewish Agen-
¢y tor Israel The report, released July 11,
cites the bombing of the AMIA building
i Buenos Aires as a possible conse-
quence of Israel’s assassination in early
1942 ot the leader of Hezbollah, Sheikh
Abbas Mussawi.

Ihe Mussow assassinanon and AMIA bomb-
g are ated to back up the insowite’s call for
Tsrael to weish consequences on Dhaspora Jews
when formulanng governmoent policy

“1t sewms that the question of whether the
Istach acuon might mgger an attack on Jewish
peeple targets was not constdered,” the insttute
sad in s executive report “There exists no for
mal mechanivm in the lsrael government to sys-
tematically take into account considerations
pertaimng to the Jewish people ™

I'fie 11th anniversary of the bombing, the
wor ld's deadliest antsemuuie attack since World
War 1 was marked tus week 1in Buenos Aires
with a call by the countrv's man Jewish groups
{or a thorough investigation of the attack. Noone
wds ever convicted

A call for tormal 1srael Diaspora policy consul
tatons appeated 1 the policy insotute’s first
annual report, tssued in September 2004 The

decision 1o ate the deadly Lebanon Argentina
causality ink appears intended to ratchet up the
pressure on [seach leaders to enact the recom
mendation of the tiest report
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farmuly 7 Salzmann began his coreer in the ath
lere world To the nud 19705 he weestled (or
Istael on the same team thar lost three mem

bers at the 1972 Mugnch Olvmpies Te wound

up working as o conditioning coach for the
Moccala Tel Aviy baskethall ind soccer teams
and, thromeh vacious <occer and othee connee

tons, made lus wav o London i the nud "80s,
hoping to becak wito sports condittoning with
Bronsh soccer players That never panned our,
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Soviet Union, because thore one had o stady
for five years to become o traincr, whereas
here some personal trawnung cortinie aans can
be gotten after only two day s Although nm
religiously observant, Dyskan, whao now lives in
Forest ILls, NY | concders harmself o fervent
Zionst twa of hus five davgitces bve in Israel
When asked if he thought it was important to
have a Jewish trainer, Dyvskin responded,
“Just as umportant as having o Tewish doctor ™

Avt Dresvier s a frevlunice v niter and parsonal
tratner in Mavihattan and the Berhshines

A Century Later, Immigrant Story Finds Its Coda

Bu ADAM J. SACKS

hen a voung real estate develop
er acquircd some property on
Manhattan's Lower Last Side,
he figured he'd gotten a deal Butictook
some nme betore recogmzng the magm
rude ol has find
[n 1982, Manhattan's Lower Fast Side
was not vet the gentribying wonderlandat
s today Judah KLausnor was, neserthe
less, drawn to the neighborhood’s tene
ments and their shabby charm Together
with tnend Richard Freedman, Klausner
hought and renovated a bulding at the
corner of Ridge and Rivington Strects A
vear later, the two bought a sceond build
g on Ridge Street, and finally they

A New York builder
unearths family history
bv chance.

bouaght the empty lot between thoir two
purchases, at 114 Rudge

Waiting for the value to increase,
Klausner left the plot fallow for the next
decade-and-a-half (His patience would
be handsomely rewarded ) But as he
began to develop the property, Klausner
discovered that he was in possession of
the site where his imnugrant grandpau
ents had Lived almost a century carlier

Whule breaking ground on the empiy
lot, he discovered some burnied bricks
Realizing that Likely they were once part
of a building, he deaided o save them A
a famuly gertogether soon thereafter, a
cousin mnformed huim that from 1903 to
1905, right after the famdy’s immigration
to the United States, his grandfather and
a number of other relatives bved there
The brcks that Klausnoer saved may once
have tormed the walls shiclding his fum
Iy

Klausner's new buidding, The Coda,
spencd in August 2003, just as the neigh
porhood was booming “Coda was the
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“ FULL CIRCLE:
Elena
Neustadter
moved Into a
hattan's Lower

was bull, by a

on the spot

where her immi-

grant great-
grandparenis

lived m contury
ago.
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{above) recently
building on Man-
Enst Side (left). i

cousin of hers,

{whose plctures
sha is holding)

first luxury hugh rise on the Lower East
Side,” Klausner said

Klausner 1s a musician, and he named
the building with a nod toward the arca’s
musical hustory He decorated the lobby
walls with scores written by such area
Jewsh songwriters as Sammy Cuhin and
Iring Berlin

Whule The Coda's interior 1s sleck and
modern, Klausner adomed the bunlding'’s
windows with vananions on the arched
bntels that decorare the windows of the
neighbonng tenements The six stone
Lion heads on the building s facade are an
acknowledgement of Klausner's great-
grandiather Arveh (Hebrew for Lion)
Neustadter A farmer, Neustadrer lived
in Podkamen, which 1s located outside
Brody, Galicia, once a part of the Austro-
Hunganan Empire Afrer the First World
War 1t was part of the Polish Republic,
and since the Second World War it has
been part of Ukrawmne Though maost of
Neustadter's famdy imnucrated to Amer
1ca, he never did

One final twist remained Two great
granddaughters of one of the
Neustadters who once lived on the street,
Sarah and Elena Neustadter, already had
spent months 1n a fruitless apartment
search when thewr mother intormed them
that their cousin had some propeny he
was looking to rent Elena comnadentally
called Klausner on the day The Coda
opened She went down to the site and
was informed by her cousin of the famd
al connecton to the property After mak-
ing that discovery, she and her sister
determuned that “we had to live there ™
Elena, who grew up on the Upper West
Side and graduated from the Ramaz
Upper Schoaol, views the process as arcu-
lar The descendants of the onginal immi-
grants are returming o the Lower East
Side The one big difference They're pay-
ng a lot more n rent

Adum | Sacks, most of whose great-
grandparents were avrd Forward readers,
s currentlv a New York Cow Teaching
Fellow. He recently served as associate
producer on twe frlms in the recent Jewish
Museum exhibit on fowish Women and
therr salons. “La fuive™ and “Sundays ar
Salka's ~



