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As Israel Debates Syrian

Ly My

X-MAS FACTOR: In his lstest furor, Bii O Rellly urges a Jew who dislikes |

public Christmas rites to 'go to Israel’ David Twersky waighs In, Page B.

Holiday Invite List Showcases
White House’s Ties to Orthodox

By EJ KESSLER

The Whire House's budiding rea-
nonstup with the Orthodox fewish
community was on display List week
at three public cvents that some par-
uctpants said signaled who's 1n and
who's out of favar with the adnunis-
tration as President Bush heads (ora
second term

An intimate December 9 menng
between the president and 15 com
munal leaders featured 10 Grthodox
rabbis, one Orthodox rebbetzin, lunr
Reform rabbis and not one Consr
vative Jew. The 500-person White
House Hanukkah party, held Tater
that night, was choc a-bloc with

showed that Bush was rewarding
the religiously traditional ele
ments of the commanity that sup
ported his reelection and sending
i message 1o the mure liberal seg
ments that did not According to
network exit polls, about 75% uf
American Jews voted for John
Kerry — but a majerity of the
Orthodox, who camprise only 8%
of Tews nationally, backed Bush
Ihe liberal beanches of Judaism,
(neluding the Conservative and
Reform movements, together rep-
resent 79% of synagogue-alfiliated
Jews, compared wirth 21% wha
belong to Orthodox congregations,

Presses To Stop Talks

State, Defense Departments
In Rare Unity on Mideast Policy

By ORI NIR
WASHINGTON — While Syria’s repeated offers to reopen
peace talks wath Jerusalem are tnpgenng a force debare withun

the Israell military and polincal establishment, the Bush

admun

Istration appears umited i its oppositon to launching such nopo

tiatons

Ihe adnunistration 1s not officrally advisng soacl against such
talks, Israelt and Amencan sources smd But Washington bas
refrauned from publicly endorsing the rosumpon ot laraclisvn
an peace negetanons, and has quictly teld Lirach leadors that
this would be a bad nme to resume talks with Sy, according to

| knowledgeable Amencan and

Isracli sources

The unified front in Washingron
— marking a sevmingly rare point
of agreement on Middie Last poba
among officials at the State and
Defense departments — stands
sharp contrast o the sifudtion in
lsrael Prome Minister Sharon has
made ¢lear in recent weeks that be
has no mtention ol resuming Doge

| trations with Syra any lime soan.

but numerous top-level ofticials in
Jerusalem, trom the president and
defense minister to the oulitary
chitef of statt and ntelhigence

| heads, have publicly spoken vut in

favor of sitiing down with Syria

In Washington, the consvnsus
against talks reilects the State
Department’s suspieion that Lsracl
Syrian discussions would simply

serve as & way [or Sharan 1o delay |

progress with the Palestinians, as
well as the view at both the Pen
tagon and the National Secunty
Counal that Damascus has failed to
quell the flow of support for the
insurgency in lragq

“It really wouldn't look good if

e e Ceemia e sl b

Israeli President
Unveils Plan For
“World Knesset’

Sl RIS TAES

JERUSALL M — lsracl s govern
ment ook s tust public step last
week toward the formal creation of
an inteinational fewish “parlia
ment” whose purpuse would be ta
represent Diaspora Jews in the for
mation of bracl goscrmment polt
Ges that have potental impact on
Jewish hite in other countries

Ihe innanve was unveiled at a
special Monduv mecting of the
Knesset's commutiee tor HMMigrd
tion and absorption, which has
respansibility for Diaspora affairs
The meeting was held at the official

| residence of Israel’s figurchead

president, tn an apparent effort to
emphasize the ceremonial stgnifi:
cance of the imbative, and was for-
mally introduced by the president

Lirmanlf Macha Natray Hh
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Designer T-Shirts
Cause ‘Divine’
Conflict With
Kabbalah Centre

Fr Anam Sachs

 the names. of God, e fashion deaigrier i pro
I"“"‘} Teshurts und sharting confheg weith the

famed Las Angeles hased Rahbalah Centre
& 1{‘,‘:1‘1' Aviv i Laeaels ainist from Mitzp- Rarvon
Sk reenth wen 5010 with hex line of Kabbal

spued Tshure arer an alleged colluborative
agreerment with The habhalab Centre ol through
"‘f[ﬂ" € she refined toffer her services for chanty
really have co tkark The Kabbaleh Centre for

shawing me tlhe | Aviv wud, with mare than a
rouch of iram

AWV oined center The Kabbalah Centre in the
aftermath of Seprember 11 attacks, nst as (he
ter was reaching its zemth of celebnty cult status
and as 1t further earned a reputation for a love of
product placement Under the direction of Rachel
Almag she ran huge Punm galas and Rath Chodesh
celebiations tor the Centre, and even designed cost
Iy handwnnen kenuboc or tradioenal Jewish mar
Rage contracts, for two weddings held there Thea
she was approached by Sharagano (whose name
means “Ray of Light™ 1n Aranaic), a tashion label
that has close links to the center. to help develop
clothung based on the 72 names of God

Aviv came up with the idea to adom Tshirts wah
the 72 names of God, 8 kabbalisue method of meds
tanon through visualuzsuon of the word The 72 are
not conventional names, bt rather codes thar fol
lowers say are embx dded i the hiblical story of the
parting of the Red Sea On the shirts, Aviv merges

e

L

LUUR L3 GE AYLLET AR
CRYSTAL MESS: After battiing the Centrs, Aviv
began 88l1ing the T-shirts on her own. Spacial
ted pleces go for upward of $120,

old Hebrew scopt with innovanive design concepts
oa T-shurts, and the result has been draf-n‘au( hr[l,D'
nal panngs. including an “Abolish the wicked™ T-
shurt featuning the letters of one of God's names
d from a barcode, and anorber with the word
“Immortality” draped by a skull and scimtar

Seon after, a te picsentative of The Kabbalah Cen-
tre told Aviv that this work would be considered her
“chanity” on top of the 10" “uthe™ required of cen
ter members.

“How should [ have to donate my work as charity
when these people live Like mubonawres, and | do not
even have a ob and could not support mysel(?" sud
Asv of the celebrity fricadly center thar has assets
and yearly revenuc totaling around $20 million
After deciding 1o do the T shirts on her own, she
daims a Sharagano direetor warned her that “there
will be consequences.”™

Over the next few months, Aviv produced the first
shirt samples, financing the project on her own (She
had a fnend personally deliver handmade samples
5 Kabbalah followers Ashton Kuicher and Demi

N
f) !
]
BETTER LATE THAN NF /ER To colobrato I8 'n"'hh:”ny'lmbnnhln Cantor Senlor Center In Florida offered fo
¢ its patrons; 33 0d 31x mon — signed up fof the ritual

sponsos bat mitzvah

CoMMUNITY

FAST FORWARD

89-year-old Bat Mitzvah Girls

By JULIL KAY

ara Zwenin, 89, of Sunnse

Fla, barels can walk and is
Toxally bl bt she s an avid
card pliyer who plays canasta
at Dl D Cangor Sensor

Cenrer dree nmes a week. usng spectal

Large print cards

and, as of last week, she s abo a bat

ike most elderly Tewssh women.

<nn never had a bat patzvah, snce
n?v:; coming vt wge Pl w s offered
only 10 e whon she s peoing Up,
So when the seron “Ciler IAROUBCCC
that 1 conjunstion with 113 13th
WILUVEESGS Y, 1 vvas Bl ot fer
and bat mitzvahs to seniars, Zwerin
signed up. She preparcd for the big day
wath @ youag ttar from the David Pos-
nack Hebrew Day School, who made a
tape for her to study at home Andirall
pad off. when, in addiuon her 96~
year-old husband, Sol. in attendance
were Zwenn's daughter, who flew
from Maryland, her son, who drove hus
eight wheeler 10 from Munoesota, and
her granddaughter and great grand
daughter, who traveled from the west

eepdny

“The;

_lﬁh.ykmuft"'“ud'?wm wad “1
reldmeth (g 1eal bur the rabbe
mqore evey o Strcand us nervous
b e <o, Pormance 1 said
s\ul:l pePatng me to Barbra

fact, &
dm[;'m,f\:‘:r:m e of 27 women

I“::il':':l’;ud o0 the bimah a8t

mo| " IF g<y) o

1on &bl asvigned prayers,

receivo4l Nagan  Complmesty

prayet €8 by ' oL loter

:;"':'wn&:el.m,q wath (fur
S 3l L . mssc

[ s
deing part i what 15

ally Belord b Lo e ancient Jew.
13, b SMducted when ooe
hocd "Wolae the \ourney to

manhaod & Manksgd. was mot
uifered to gifls :
ing left out gheng
mutrvah, secd u»h h'ﬂ“
And sorme mah whow o 3
em F,uropedmﬂ‘hm“;‘gf i&:;
this troditioff and Bewer have |od (e
me to fulfillic

Synagogue and sener coners par

1

Alrandy & marghar? - click hars 1o login

Shplla (Profile #347,321)

What I Am Looking For
Love.1am a recreational
dater; It is my aRer-schoot
actdly. Three times a
brid@mald, never a bride —
try sven. | probably will
dvare twice

i

> | i

i . W, W i

wculacly in renree areas, are workiag (o
accommodate that desire. often puni.g
up the nlder "batmurzvah gl “witha 14
vearold recent o muezvah girl 1o pro-
wide her once a week murorng o coupl
of months before the cvent Ilere's a
bypraduct of the pairing [rie ndstups
betweenthe young and old devotees arc
often forried

Recently at a Sanibel Elo  syna
gogue that carers to senior. 3 $-veur
old woman became a bat muzvah An
82 year ald Modesto, Calif womas als)
enjoyed this rite of Passage 10 recent
years, becomng (uent in Hebres dur
g her intense voar of preparafion
Al the cepn’er i Sunnse, the -‘\‘ﬂvl

ol "

an
program (o area
seruors. The plan is adverused through
press releases and through announce

ments.

Delores Williams, the cemter’s admun-
istrauve asastant, reported that the
plan went better than expected Farty-
eight people mgned up, and 33 actually
followed through with thewr weekly
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Up Wil ke | David ¢
Hebrew Day Selionl 1 pair g ¢
deairs v} :

wTOr Wil Famaly s

yices ol Brimeard County prosidoag i
rabl, Chiervl Jacobs, 10 perf, :
o e acobo, n pefoem 1

Sortie of 1)y CTUOTS e ilr 1 wnlkers
and canes, and three were Wi s )
muside st thrngh the crper
the hall ol b, holf 11,
the W shdied 1 fy it of
attendess Mocr made 10 the gala the
nest night. alw held ar the festyely

decorated sentur center, and mary b
(amuly i attendars e Some senpar hj)
deen yrandchiddren and gre o peand
ehildrn flew in from onn of wown

tudviog, because I'm
legally blind ™ sard Betty Raff. one of
three senors chosen v o clisl
apree chan Yirddish “But € glad il o
T weas very nspinng It turmed ot bean
wifid [ didnt knew that much about
Jadaiam hefore T wanted to learn

mor
Rl s son, Howard, who hves wath her

proudly shat several rolls of Glm of b
mam
She was excited to go to her di
1 “Esaw a bt of pes

every week ” lie
ple with tcars in dhetr cyes when she
gave her specch about her grandm otk

. rm{ stubied her speech ond pravers
on a special magufied monitor called a
CCTV an her home for two months
hefore the event “Twould hear her proc
tcung out loud all the ame,” ber re phew
said
Riff. who Lives i a retree cormunity
in South Flonda, was rased i an Ortho-
dox home in Manhatran But others,
including Zwenn, were less acquamred
with the rrapmngs of radition
The fact that the ceremony was — so
modern™ made Zwerin, wha does not
speak Hebrew, fecl comfortable “The
rabbt 1s so modern, she wore the short
est shart of everyune,” she laughed
Evelyn Sufclman, 83 of Lauderdale
Lakes, also came from & nonrcly
home 1n which buth parents spoke
Fnilish But she's alway s wantad to
daasar
rzvah would be a
mex thuae, she sawd “Tdidn @ know that
much atout Judasm They didat have
putsvabs when Twas 13
Snfelman's two daughters, who live ¢
South Floada, attendid It all tumed
out beautdul” she wud
Jagutrs promused o retura to the oon
ter 10 contnue her new Congregan;
:ndu\ And taat, say rabbie i ceactly

Randall rai
Hallywood, another South Florida syna-
gogue. “Any tume you get people who
are studyng Torah and exploring their
spuntualicy, now that can't be bad. =

Julie Kay i a wnter based n South

Flonda. She has wniten for The Miams
Heruld, the Palm Beach Post, the Deily

Hebrew studies. The center partnered  Busines Revtew and other publuanons

My Stats
Bnnicity  Ashkenarzic, but | look Sephardic
Eyes Caramel Haiw
Heght. 53" Weight
Looks.
thighs.
Drugs

Expresso
108 (My winter weight is 113 )
Not-my-fault skinny, but I forget to &3t Luckily, no inner

Seasonai use of Ritalin, with an occasional shat of Prozac

Education  Coming up with wide in World Wide web 1s my claim to fame,
but that was a total fluke in sixth grade Computer 101 At
Stanford, 1 was summa cum faude, and with grade inflation my
grade point average was 4 37 1 double-majored in biochemical
engineening and ethnemusicology but felt unsure about who |
was On my Marshal Schoiarship at Oxford 1 learned about
different people 1 met students from MIT, Harvard, Yale and

Moore; though the stars allegedly said the shurts
were beautiful, they never were seen wearing
them ) In May, Aviv received a letter from Nancy
Kaw, 2 public relations represeatauve for The Kab-
balah Centre, charging copyright mnfringement
Ay coot the center’s counsel and offered a
profitsharing compromuse, but to no avail

Rabbi Yebuda Berg, director of The Kabbalah
Centre, declined to comment for the Forward on this

sary.

“Nobody owns the names,” Aviv said. Indeed, 1t
Right not surprise anyone to learn that the names of
God are outside copyright ownership The Kabbaiah
Centre ran mto thus dufficulty before when they st
wmsuccessfully to copyright the “red stnng” or ben-
ﬁ._wh:h;uhbhaﬁsls wear to protect themsclves

against.

With more than 25 shirts in her Line, Aviv 15 now
selling her designs at high-end stores and trade
Ewsworldwide —especally n Japan, where there
esereral fan Web sites devoted to the shurts Inthe
&4, Aviv saud, it’s about reclaiming my hentage,
24 s nove mine than Madonna's, that's for nue

sell at a price range of $49 to 68,
but Aviy is also nf[:nng custom made versions

ad with Swarovski crystals, for upward of 5120

(Al designs can be seen at www Jeventy-

Do)

:_L Sacks is a writer and documentary film-

..,;“’". He is currently producing d

m..!:‘:"m’wfhrumunan thecreanue destrac-

Ao nhattan, including “Our Crowd’s Fifth
ad "When Harlem Was Jewtsh =

i

Amberst, so it was a real mx. Finally, after a fot of soul
searching at 23, [ went lor my ] D /Ph D (in philosophical
biology) at Pninceton. My thesis, "Assessing the Application of
Morse Code by Prevertal White Rats,” was fun 1 actually
testified on benalf of Senator Fein and Senator Goode s bill to
reduce the number of New York City rats per person from 11 to
lto 9tod My JCC course on refurbishing Mesopotamian
wooden lutes proved useful, and their Semito-Hamitic (Afro-
Asian) singles dances rock.

What I Learned From Past Relationships |

I dated Jonah, Judah, Ezekiel and Gideon Senally, I dated the entire
Old Testament Without sounding unkosher, MoR were purely biblical
relationships 1 refuse Lo wrap past relatianshipin nbbans ana bows,
shrugging off hurt wounds, ciaiming, *We had 2g0od time while it
lasted,” or, "It is what it is *~ Why can’t | be hon@st and just wish myexa
sexiess marmage? Also, obsessing about my $#2®nd cousin seems silly In

retrospect
i About Me  Between modeling and luging for the Olympics, it Is hard to fit in
Ideal Date all the fun! Seriously, | am a senior associate at the firm Kvetch,
] Wine, and Gripe, LLC. My clients include Latin Heebaphile Bible,

El Judep and Hadassah's watch site, Shiksar

Volunteer: Tikkun olam-wise, 1 test pro-bona for LUPEE, 3 501(c)3 for
Laotians living with Lupus. My mommy suffers from it and deals
with elephantitis of the calves, where her feet get all bioated.
For my bubbe, | walk the 5K Alzheimer’s “Forget About It *

Elijah shaws up at the door unannounced with 4 Blass of wine (Actually, 1
barely annk, but Coca Pisherski's jewelry Is sudime, especially the
cramond-encrusted platinum hoops. ) When MY &mendrik shows, [l
know why this knight is diFferent from all other Khights. '

His Stats "

Age kange 33-35 b Play My timeshare (s at Topsy Turvy Resort in Vermont. 1 do not ski,

Religion - but have fun with fmends from my soronty, Pi La M), and from
eligion Reconfrumbionist to Reform%E, White hats okay. Camg Tripe. | long to wnte novels like Stephen King, but cannot

fathom that unstabie, artsy life, like with a share in Brooklyn. T
live to blog, www selfabsorbedblogger #3,473,514 com
1 bought a studio on the Uper West Side Wny do people throw

Overeducated limousine /088 preferreg, 1 do not look
down on limousine iberal knitkeotfs

Acceptab'e
Education Leve

Income Those wha benefit from Bust tax ey, . "
trustafanans, rpesa away money on rent?} My twa-and-half year-ld bulldog, Lary
e David, of course!), attends this unpretentious (na multiple
e banoressts make me feel 4{m experimenting with e temriw, etc.) dogg'e day CAmp, Pawed Fivers. H
i T taught me bow to be In a relationship. Otharwise, | am allergic to
Helgh! Weihéveieras; nofisind g tree fruits and wear headgear to bed

Canie Lazarus is @ comediam who writes wﬂﬂEWm and for Heeb magazine, where she is a contriburing editor. She has indeed dated the entire Old Testament



